
 

 
 
 
 

OPEN HOUSE AND COMMUNITY MEETING ς Summary Report 
LOTT Regional Services Center ς December 11, 2018 

INTRODUCTION 
The City of Olympia (City), the LOTT Clean Water Alliance (LOTT) and the Port of Olympia (Port) are 
working together to develop a Sea Level Rise Response Plan to protect Downtown Olympia from the 
effects of sea level rise.  Technical assistance for the project is being provided by AECOM Technical 
Services, Inc. (AECOM).   

The sea level rise planning effort builds upon work already done to prepare for sea level rise.  To 
introduce the sea level rise response planning process to the community, the City, LOTT and Port hosted a 
project kick-off public meeting on June 27, 2017.  ¢ƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ ǎŜŀ ƭŜǾŜƭ ǊƛǎŜ 
vulnerability and risk assessment, an open house and community workshop was held on January 18, 2018 
and the potential adaptation strategies were shared with the community on September 19, 2018. 

This report provides a summary of the December 11, 2018 Open House and Community Meeting held to 
present the Draft Sea Level Rise Response Plan.   Approximately 50 people attended this meeting.  

 

Community Workshop Agenda 
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WORKSHOP PUBLICITY 
The workshop was promoted through the following means: 

¶ Planning E-Newsletter      

o December 4, 2018 ς 750 unique addresses 

¶ Sea Level Rise E-Newsletter 

o December 4, 2018 ς 191 unique addresses 

¶ News Release 

o December 3, 2018 

¶ Social Media 

o City of Olympia Facebook Page 

o LOTT Facebook Page 

¶ Sea Level Rise Webpage 

¶ Posting of meeting flyer at Olympia City Hall and at LOTT and Port administrative offices   

¶ Outreach to teachers and college professors 

¶ Thurston Talk Article 

How did Workshop Attendees Hear about the Meeting? 

Results of the sign-ƛƴ ǎƘŜŜǘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ άƘƻǿ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƘŜŀǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇέ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŜǎ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ 
of the Workshop in a variety of ways, including: 

¶ Email/E-newsletter    

¶ Online/website    

¶ Friends/networking      

¶ The Olympian  

¶ Port of Olympia News 

¶ Facebook 

¶ The Evergreen State College class 

¶ ECONet  
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OPEN HOUSE  
tǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŀƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŜǎ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ άǎǘƻǊȅōƻŀǊŘǎέ ŀƴŘ 
speak to staff from the City, LOTT, Port, and AECOM.  The meeting storyboards have been included as an 
appendix item. 

Public Comments and Questions 

Presentation Comments and Questions 

Fifteen audience members provided comment and/or asked questions of the presenters.  An abbreviated 
summary of the comments and questions follows.   

¶ If you knew this was happening, why did you build Olympia City Hall and the Hand-oƴ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
Museum downtown? 

¶ The Plan is focusing on the core of downtown.  What about other areas such as East Bay and West 
Bay?  Have you looked on those areas too? 

¶ If stormwater valves are installed to keep marine water from backing up into the stormwater 
system, will the valves require us to have to pump-out the stormwater collecting on the streets at 
some point? 

¶ It appears from the discussion that the Budd Inlet Treatment Plant cannot be moved.  Have you 
studied reducing our reliable on the Plant by using remote plants? 

¶ ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜΣ ƛǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ climate change science is bias toward 
conservative numbers (low numbers).  Is this project using low projections of sea level rise? 

¶ Thank you for doing this work.   

¶ Would the planned flood gates and valves operate manually or automatically or both? 

¶ Have Lacey and Tumwater been involved in such planning? 

¶ Have you had communications with others, such as European countries, China or Japan to learn 
from their efforts? 

¶ What are the implications for this process from the 5th Avenue dam (and current Capitol Lake 
management decision process)? 

¶ Heritage Park is owned by the state.  Has Department of Enterprise Services been involved? 

¶ Are any other Pacific Northwest jurisdictions doing this kind of work?  Are they as far along? 

¶ What is our land subsidence rate? 

¶ A new sea level rise model was developed for the Puget Sound region.  Have your projections 
been compared to the new model? 

¶ Is there a date where retreat becomes the option? 

¶ Is there something that I can urge elected officials to do? 

¶ The sea level rise projection chart starts with the year 2000 and projects out.  What level of sea 
level rise have we actually seen? 
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Written Comments 

The following written comments were provided at the meeting: 

Comment Card (1) 

It would be interesting to see a cost comparison that eliminates protection for the port marine terminal.  
Of course the protection would need to be built across the port peninsula at some location. 

hƴŜ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ Ŧǳƭƭ άǊŜǘǊŜŀǘέ ōǳǘ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ Ǌƛǎƪ ǊŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 
buildings (new ones) on the flood area.  For example ς a new library should be out of flood zone. 

Comment Card (2) 

Is there a long term plan to reduce reliance on Budd Inlet LOTT plan with additional plants that process 
waste at upland sites?  What would be the cost over 50-100 years to move away from the Budd Inlet 
plant?  tŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ άƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘέ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛƴŎǊŜƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǎŀǘŜƭƭƛǘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΦ 

Comment Card (3) 

If an LID is a potential funding source ς what would the boundaries be?  Would public facilities pay into the 
LID?  

Comment Card (4) 

Any funding planning should not rely on outside funds (state, federal) to succeed.  Otherwise we might 
have good intentions but not enough money to save downtown. 

Comment Card (5) 

A good piece of information to provide ς show calculations of realistic LID funds that could be raised and 
compare that with costs along the same timeframe.  Addition funding needs above LID revenues might 
also be shown with possible funding sources. 

Comment Card (6) 

How is the City of Olympia collaborating with other PNW cities on addressing SLR and Climate Change?  
Can the city learn by connecting with other local municipalities? 
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 Open House Storyboards 
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Open House Storyboards 
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Open House Storyboards 


