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What Is Missing Middle Housing?
For the past several decades, housing has
primarily consisted of single-family homes
and apartment buildings. “Missing Middle” is
a term used to describe a range of housing
between those two types. Allowing for a
variety of housing options is essential to help
ensure housing availability for all. Accessory
Dwelling Unit (ADUs) are one type of Missing
Middle housing.

What Are Accessory Dwelling Units
(ADUs)?
ADUs are a second, smaller dwelling located
on the same lot as a single-family house.
They may be an internal conversion of a
portion of the existing house or garage,
added onto the existing house, or a separate
detached structure (sometimes called backyard
cottages).

What Are Proposed Changes Regarding ADUs?
State law requires that ADUs be permitted in single-family residential zoning districts. The table
below summarizes Olympia’s primary regulations and proposed changes.
Current Regulation

Proposed Change

Purpose of Change

One ADU allowed per
residential lot
Maximum height for all
accessory structures (other
than the primary house) = 16’
Maximum size of ADU = 800
sq. ft., and:
 40% of the primary
residence and ADU
combined; or
 66 2/3% of primary
residence alone

No change

NA

Maximum height for all
accessory structures = 24’
(includes detached ADUs)
Maintain maximum ADU size of
800 sq. ft.
Remove additional size
requirements related to
primary residence

Allows for ADU to be located
above a garage, shed or other
accessory structure
Allows up to 800 sq. ft. ADU
when primary structure is less
than 1200 sq. ft.
Clarifies requirement.
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Property owner must live onsite as his/her primary
residence.

Remove requirement

Primary single-family residence
must provide two off-street
parking spaces. One additional
space is required for an ADU.

Remove requirement of
additional parking space for
ADU. If a garage is converted
to an ADU, and the garage had
provided the 2nd parking space
for primary residence, allow
requirement for 2nd parking
space to be waived with
consideration of on-street
parking availability.
Remove minimum size
requirement for a
manufactured home

Minimum size requirement for
a manufactured home = 860
sq. ft.

Difficult to enforce. Provides
greater flexibility for property
owners to construct ADUs,
which may increase availability
of this housing type
Provides greater flexibility and
potentially decreased cost for
property owners to construct
ADUs, which may increase
availability of this housing type

Allows manufactured homes to
be used as ADUs if less than
800 sq. ft., potentially
decreasing cost and increasing
availability of ADUs.

