
 

 

CITY OF OLYMPIA, WA – COMMUNITY RENEWAL AREA 

 

Moving Forward with CRA 

1. Context 

The City Council has given significant attention to important social and environmental issues 

affecting its current and future residents.  The Community Renewal Act provides the City with 

tools to invite private sector participation in downtown renewal and shape development in 

furtherance of the City’s social and environmental goals.  It is a means to increase commercial 

activity in the downtown and stabilize the City’s revenue base by encouraging and enforcing 

quality development through public/ private partnerships.   Economic development should not 

compromise social and environmental goals, but must be a complementary and necessary part 

of a larger strategic vision for the City’s future.  

 

2. Goals of the Process 

a. To move forward, create momentum and focus discussion on downtown renewal 

b. To test what is feasible from a market perspective  

c. To determine what the City can contribute to encourage development 

d. To engage property owners and developers  

e. To proceed with the Downtown Master Plan on a separate but coordinated track 

f. To develop a Plan(s) that is properly vetted and widely understood 

g. To build trust and support among the citizenry in City decision making and for renewal 

 

3. Critical Principles 

a. Encourage all stakeholders to engage in an open and transparent process 

b. Insure that development supports public goals and values 

c. Protect City resources and investments 

d. Ensure that public infrastructure is financially sustainable 

e. Ensure that development proposals are supported by the market 

 

4. Proposed Next Steps 

a. Develop a resolution for Council consideration that: 

i. Makes findings of blight and the need for renewal; 

ii. Establishes a Community Renewal Area with two subareas:  the isthmus and the 

rest of downtown; 

iii. Authorizes the development of an RFP/RFQ process for subsequent City Council 

review and approval that (a) with respect to the isthmus, will go to property 

owners and developers and encourage ideas for comprehensive or integrated 

development and (b) with respect to the rest of the downtown, focuses on 

localized development to blighted properties pending further work on the 

Downtown Master Plan.   The RFQ/RFP process will invite private sector 



 

 

participation in public/private partnerships with the City that will ensure quality 

development in furtherance of City goals and values.  

b. Review responses to the RFP/RFQ process in a manner that will build trust in the 

selection by the City Council of a developer or developers.  

c. Negotiate possible public/private partnerships in the form of enforceable development 

agreements for City Council review and approval that will define public and private 

roles, obligations and responsibilities. 

d. Develop a CRA Plan for City Council consideration.  

 

5. Timeline 


